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WELCOME MESSAGE

Dear Distinguished Leader,

On behalf of the Global University of Science & Technology (GUST), it is my profound honor
to welcome you to the International Honorary Academic Eminence Council (IHAEC) is unique
and innovative in the context of higher education governance worldwide, as well as
transformative platform where academic distinction meets global responsibility.

The GUST is a unique name and operations worldwide as an international federal University
comprising Member Institutions legal and accredited with campuses spread across the world
to provide academic and professional programs as well as R&D for achieving the Global
Sustainable Development Goals through Education for Employment (E4E) and Learning for
Leadership (L4L) programs developing competencies of individuals and organizations to be
the global leaders in different fields.

The IHAEC serves as the official honorary, intellectual, and global engagement arm of the
Global University of Science & Technology (GUST). It functions as a strategic bridge between
global professional expertise, academic excellence, industry leadership, and policy institutions
worldwide, positioning GUST as a continental hub for thought leadership, policy dialogue,
innovation, and capacity building.

IHAEC stands as the collective voice and living legacy of GUST’s highest honors, transforming
honorary recognition into global responsibility, intellectual leadership, ethical stewardship, and
sustainable impact across regions, sectors, and generations.

The IHAEC represents GUST's commitment to recognizing and mobilizing exceptional
individuals whose contributions to knowledge, business, industry, leadership, innovation, and
sustainable development exemplify the highest standards of excellence and integrity.

This Handbook serves as the authoritative guide to the IHAEC, providing a comprehensive
framework for understanding its structure, mission, governance standards, and the full
spectrum of opportunities associated with IHAEC membership. It details the eligibility criteria,
nomination and evaluation procedures, conferment processes, benefits, and ceremonial
protocols governing the award of Honorary Doctorate Degrees and Honorary Professorships.
Through IHAEC, honorary recognition is elevated beyond ceremonial distinction—becoming a
living legacy of intellectual leadership, global collaboration, ethical responsibility, and
sustainable impact under the academic authority of the GUST.

Together, as members of the IHAEC, we shape the future of global professional education,
policy, and innovation leadership.

With highest regards,

Prof. Dr. Mohamed Gamal Kafafy

World Chairman | President,

Global University of Science & Technology (GUST)
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The International Honorary Academic Eminence Council (IHAEC) represents the official
honorary, intellectual, and global engagement arm of the Global University of Science &
Technology (GUST). This comprehensive handbook outlines the complete operational
framework, international standards alignment, and procedures governing honorary academic
recognition at GUST.

IHAEC transforms honorary recognition from ceremonial gesture into active global
responsibility, positioning GUST as a continental hub for thought leadership, policy dialogue,
innovation, and capacity building. The council comprises distinguished Honorary Doctorate
holders, Honorary Professors, and eminent global leaders committed to advancing knowledge,
sustainable development, and ethical leadership.

KEY FEATURES OF IHAEC

¢ Alignment with 12+ international standards (ISO 21001, ISO 9001, EQF, UNESCO)
e Rigorous 7-stage nomination process for Honorary Doctorates

e 4-stage evaluation for Honorary Professorships

e Annual IHAES Summit for conferment and global dialogue

e Post-nominal designations: [Title], IHAEC

e Active engagement framework for continuous contribution

¢ Global recognition and professional visibility

e Membership in permanent international academic network

DOCUMENT PURPOSE

This handbook serves multiple stakeholders: prospective hominees understanding eligibility
and processes; nominators preparing applications; GHDC members evaluating candidates;
honorary recipients understanding rights and responsibilities; GUST administrators
implementing procedures; and external bodies validating GUST's standards.

© 2026 Global University of Science & Technology (GUST). All Rights Reserved | www.GUST.education | Page 4 of 16
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SECTION 1: IHAEC GOVERNANCE

1.1. MISSION, VISION AND UNIQUENESS

MISSION

To mobilize the world's most distinguished honorary academics, global leaders, and eminent
professionals to advance knowledge, leadership, governance, innovation, and sustainable
development, while reinforcing GUST's role as a trusted global academic authority and
convening platform.

VISION

To be a globally respected council of honorary academic eminence, shaping ideas, influencing
policy, inspiring excellence, and driving sustainable solutions—while positioning GUST as a
leading intercontinental gateway for global academic diplomacy and innovation leadership.

PURPOSE OF IHAEC

e Transform honorary titles into active global engagement

e Institutionalize academic eminence, professional integrity, and societal impact

e Serve as a permanent intellectual capital ecosystem for GUST

e Connect academia, industry, governments, and civil society through trusted leadership
e Preserve, amplify, and operationalize the prestige of GUST honorary recognitions

UNIQUENESS OF IHAEC

IHEAC is unique and innovative in the context of higher education governance worldwide.
While other institutions confer honorary awards and may have honorary fellows, they do not
typically organize them into a globally branded council of membership in the way we are doing.
Our uniqueness in global higher education naming and structure, even though components of
mission, because IHEAC:

« Converts honorary recognition into structured global responsibility

« Combines academic authority, professional eminence, and societal leadership

e Operates as a living council, not a ceremonial body

« Is anchored within a university while operating with global reach and independence

« Aligns honorary distinctions with measurable impact and legacy

e Positions GUST as an intercontinental convening power

1.2. KEY ACTIVITIES & FUNCTIONS

Global Thought Leadership & Policy Dialogue
« High-level roundtables, forums, and policy dialogues
« Advisory input on global challenges (education, sustainability, governance, technology)
« Position papers, white papers, and global opinion leadership
« Contribution to international policy conversations and frameworks

© 2026 Global University of Science & Technology (GUST). All Rights Reserved | www.GUST.education | Page 5 of 16
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Academic Diplomacy & Global Representation

o Representation of GUST in international academic, professional, and policy platforms

« Strengthening cross-border academic and institutional partnerships

e Serving as ambassadors of GUST’s values, standards, and mission worldwide
Innovation, Research & Knowledge Transfer

e Supporting applied research, innovation ecosystems, and knowledge exchange

« Mentorship of emerging scholars, professionals, and innovators

« Contribution to global research agendas and interdisciplinary initiatives
Capacity Building & Leadership Development

o [Executive education, leadership masterclasses, and strategic mentoring

e Support for institutional development and human capital advancement

« Promotion of ethical leadership and governance excellence
Honorary Governance & Quality Assurance

« Safeguarding the credibility, rigor, and global standing of honorary awards

« Advisory role on honorary nominations and recognition standards

« Upholding alignment with international academic norms and ethics

1.3 GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE AND AUTHORITY

The IHAEC operates under a clearly defined governance framework ensuring accountability,
transparency, and alignment with international academic standards.

Organizational Hierarchy

GUST Board of Governors
Ultimate governing authority; approves all honorary awards

University President
Executive authority; recommends awards to Board

Global Honorary Degree Committee (GHDC)
Advisory body; reviews nominations and ensures standards

IHAEC Council Leadership
Elected from honorary members; provides strategic direction

IHAEC General Assembly
All honorary members; participates in governance and activities

1.4 IHAEC MEMBERSHIP STRUCTURE

Membership comprises distinguished holders of Honorary Doctorate Degrees and Honorary
Professorships conferred by GUST. All members embody values of academic & professional
excellence, ethical leadership, and global responsibility.

Categories of Membership

e Honorary Doctorate Degree Holders

e Honorary Professorship Holders

e Distinguished Recipients of GUST Honorary Distinctions

© 2026 Global University of Science & Technology (GUST). All Rights Reserved | www.GUST.education | Page 6 of 16


http://www.gust.education/

-

[

by

=il
-
S
-
‘_'

‘& . Global Expertise
‘ “‘;&‘T

l. 3
SECTION 2: INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS ALIGNMENT

2.11SO QUALITY MANAGEMENT PRINCIPLES (ISO 21001 & ISO 9001)

GUST's honorary award system aligns with ISO 21001:2018 (Educational Organizations) and
ISO 9001:2015 (Quality Management Systems), ensuring world-class standards in global
academic recognition.

2.2 ANSI/BSI PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCE STANDARDS

GUST incorporates principles from American National Standards Institute (ANSI) and British
Standards Institution (BSI) for professional competence assessment and recognition.

2.3 EUROPEAN QUALIFICATIONS FRAMEWORK (EQF) INTEGRATION
Honorary awards align with EQF Levels 6-8, recognizing advanced expertise & leadership.

EQF Level 8 - Honorary Doctorates

Positioned at the highest academic level, characterized by knowledge at the most advanced
frontier of fields, specialized skills for critical problem-solving, and demonstrated authority and
innovation.

EQF Levels 7-8 - Honorary Professorships
Recognizing significant professional expertise, advanced knowledge, and specialized
problem-solving capabilities.

2.4 UNESCO and Global Academic Frameworks

GUST aligns with UNESCO ISCED Level 8 (Doctoral equivalent) and upholds UNESCO
principles for higher education including academic freedom, quality assurance, and
international cooperation.

Global Recognition Bodies

e World Cultural and Educational Organization (WCAEO)

e Global Education Policy and Economic Analysis (GEPEA)

e UNESCO Federation

¢ Human Rights Commission Affiliated Bodies (WHRPC, HRC-UN related)

2.5 GLOBAL ACADEMIC GOVERNANCE BEST PRACTICES

GUST follows international best practices including Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL),
Validation of Non-Formal and Informal Learning (VNFIL), transparent processes, independent
review, and ethical safeguards.
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SECTION 3: HONORARY DOCTORATE DEGREES

At the GUST, we believe that true excellence is measured not only by academic achievements, but
also by a person’s contributions to humanity, society, and global progress. We noticing that lots of
distinguished people who has special contribution to their nations; society; education; scientific works;
industry, cultural and peace activities or other humanitarian activities deserve an honorary degree, not
just the rich and famous. You too may qualify for the highest degree available on this planet. You too
may deserve an Honorary Doctorate, and the right to put Dr. in front of your name.

3.1 TYPES OF HONORARY DOCTORATES

GUST confers sixteen (16) types of Honorary Doctorate Degrees, each recognizing
exceptional achievement in specific fields of human endeavor:

v" Honorary Doctor of Philosophy (Hon. PhD)

Original contribution to knowledge, research excellence, academic leadership
v" Honorary Doctor of Medicine (Hon. MD)

Outstanding medical practice, healthcare innovation, public health impact
v" Honorary Doctor of Science (Hon. DSc)

Scientific discovery, technological innovation, STEM leadership
v" Honorary Doctor of Engineering (Hon. Dr.Eng)

Engineering excellence, infrastructure development, technical innovation
v' Honorary Doctor of Business Administration (Hon. DBA)

Business leadership, entrepreneurship, economic development
v' Honorary Doctor of Literature (Hon. Dr.Litt)

Literary excellence, cultural contribution, linguistic scholarship
v" Honorary Doctor of Education (Hon. DE)

Educational leadership, pedagogical innovation, learning advancement
v' Honorary Doctor of Professional Studies (Hon. DPS)

Professional excellence across multiple disciplines, interdisciplinary impact
v" Honorary Doctor of Arts and Humanities (Hon. DAH)

Artistic achievement, cultural preservation, humanities scholarship
v' Honorary Doctor of Diplomacy & International Relations (Hon. DBIR)

Diplomatic service, international peace-building, global cooperation
v' Honorary Doctor of Management (Hon. DM)

Management excellence, organizational leadership, strategic innovation
v" Honorary Doctor of Fine Arts (Hon. DFA)

Visual arts, performing arts, creative excellence
v' Honorary Doctor of Laws (Hon. LL.D)

Legal scholarship, justice advancement, rule of law promotion
v' Honorary Doctor of the University (Hon. D.Univ)

Exceptional service to GUST or higher education sector
v" Honorary Doctor of Religious Studies (Hon. DRS)

Theological scholarship, interfaith dialogue, spiritual leadership
v" Honorary Doctor of Public Service (Hon. DPS-Public)

Public service excellence, governance, civic leadership

© 2026 Global University of Science & Technology (GUST). All Rights Reserved | www.GUST.education | Page 8 of 16
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3.2 PURPOSE AND SIGNIFICANCE

An Honorary Doctorate is one of the highest distinctions conferred by a University, awarded to
individuals. Honorary Doctorate Degrees serve multiple purposes: recognizing lifetime achievement
and exceptional impact; providing academic legitimacy to non-traditional paths to expertise; inspiring
current and future scholars; strengthening GUST's global network; and advancing GUST's mission
through association with distinguished leaders.

3.3 ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

Nominees must demonstrate:

¢ Holding Bachelor degree or higher with minimum 10 years professional experience

¢ OQutstanding lifetime achievements in their field with global /regional impact and recognition
o Ethical leadership and integrity

e Contribution to sustainable development or societal good

e Alignment with GUST values and mission

¢ No criminal record or ethical violations

¢ Willingness to uphold the dignity of the degree

3.4 ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

Application package must include:

o Completed application form

e Comprehensive curriculum vitae/resume

e Citation (500-1000 words) summarizing achievements

e Supporting documentation (awards, publications, media coverage)
e Three letters of recommendation from recognized authorities

e Copy of passport or government-issued ID

e Academic/professional certificates

e Written acceptance of IHAEC membership terms

3.5 NOMINATION PROCESS (7 STAGES)

Stage 1: Initial Nomination

Nomination submitted by authorized nominator; preliminary eligibility check

Stage 2: Documentation Review

Administrative review of completeness and format; request for additional materials if needed
Stage 3: GHDC Preliminary Assessment

Committee review of nominee credentials; initial impact assessment

Stage 4: Due Diligence

Background verification; validation of achievements; ethical standing review

Stage 5: GHDC Full Deliberation

Comprehensive evaluation; comparative assessment; consensus building

Stage 6: Presidential Recommendation

University President reviews GHDC recommendation; prepares submission to Board
Stage 7: Board Approval & Conferment

Board of Governors final decision; official conferment at IHAES Summit

3.6 EVALUATION AND SELECTION

Evaluation employs a comprehensive scoring matrix assessing: Impact & Achievement (30%),
Leadership & Innovation (25%), Ethics & Integrity (20%), Alignment with GUST Mission (15%), Global
Reach & Influence (10%). Minimum threshold: 75/100 points for recommendation.

© 2026 Global University of Science & Technology (GUST). All Rights Reserved | www.GUST.education | Page 9 of 16
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SECTION 4: HONORARY PROFESSORSHIPS

At the GUST we define true academic eminence not solely by formal titles or institutional tenure, but
by sustained contribution to knowledge, society, and global advancement. The Honorary Professorship
is conferred upon distinguished individuals whose leadership, expertise, and service have generated
meaningful impact across education, science, industry, public policy, culture, innovation, peacebuilding,
or humanitarian endeavors

4.1 TYPES OF HONORARY PROFESSORSHIPS

v Honorary Distinguished Professor

Top professional academic rank, exceptional career-long contributions to specific field.

v Honorary Professor

Highest professional academic rank; recognized authority with substantial publications/achievements
v Honorary Associate Professor

Significant professional standing; established expertise and contribution to field

4.2 PURPOSE AND ACADEMIC VALUE

Honorary Professorships recognize professional and academic excellence outside traditional academic
employment, bridge academia and industry, enable knowledge transfer, strengthen GUST faculty
expertise, and provide formal academic affiliation for distinguished professionals.

4.3 ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

¢ Holding PhD degree or equivalent with minimum 12 years professional experience.
¢ Recognized expertise in specific field

o Publications, patents, or documented contributions

e Professional leadership or mentorship record

¢ Ethical standing and professional integrity

e Willingness to engage with GUST academic community

4.4 ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

Application must include:

e Completed application form

o Detailed CV with professional history

e Evidence of expertise (publications, projects, patents)
e Two professional references

e Statement of intent for GUST engagement

e Copies of relevant academic & professional credentials

4.5 NOMINATION PROCESS (4 STAGES)

Stage 1: Application Submission

Complete application package submitted

Stage 2: Faculty Review

Relevant academic department reviews credentials
Stage 3: GHDC Assessment

Committee evaluates professional standing

Stage 4: Approval & Appointment
Presidential approval; offiOmcial appointment letter
4.6 EVALUATION AND SELECTION

Assessment criteria: Professional Excellence (35%), Expertise & Knowledge (30%), Contributions to
Field (20%), Engagement Potential (15%). Minimum threshold varies by rank.

© 2026 Global University of Science & Technology (GUST). All Rights Reserved | www.GUST.education | Page 10 of 16
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SECTION 5: PROCEDURES AND PROTOCOLS

5.1 COMPLETE APPLICATION PROCEDURE

Step-by-step application process:

e Obtain nomination form from GUST website or administration
e Complete all required sections with accurate information

e Gather supporting documentation

e Obtain letters of recommendation

e Submit complete package via official channels

¢ Receive acknowledgment of receipt

e Await evaluation and communication

5.2 DUE DILIGENCE PROCESS

Comprehensive verification includes:

e Academic credential verification through official channels

e Professional achievement validation via independent sources
¢ Media and public record review

e Reference check and third-party confirmation

¢ Ethical standing and background review

e Cross-reference with international databases

e Conflict of interest assessment

5.3 FINAL APPROVAL AUTHORITY

The GUST Board of Governors holds final authority for all honorary awards. The University
President submits recommendations with full GHDC documentation. Board decisions are
made by majority vote and are final. All approved recipients are formally notified and invited to
IHAES Summit.

5.4 CONFERMENT CEREMONY: IHAES SUMMIT (3-DAY STRUCTURE)

The GUST International Honorary Academic Eminence Summit (IHAES) is the flagship
global ceremonial and intellectual gathering for conferring Honorary Doctorate Degrees,
Honorary Professorships, and Honorary Distinctions. Available in Physical, Online, and Hybrid
formats.

Day 1: Registration and Opening Ceremonies

Day 2: Conferment and Thought Leadership

Day 3: Engagement and Strategic Planning

5.5 TITLE USAGE AND RECOGNITION

Recipients are entitled to use their honorary title (e.g., Dr., Prof.) before their name and the
post-nominal designation [Title], IHAEC. Usage must clearly indicate the honorary nature of
the degree. All usage must maintain the dignity and reputation of GUST and the IHAEC.

© 2026 Global University of Science & Technology (GUST). All Rights Reserved | www.GUST.education | Page 11 of 16
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SECTION 6: BENEFITS AND PRIVILEGES

6.1 BENEFITS TO AWARDEES AND IHAEC MEMBERS ¢ T :m?{::{;;;l”i s o
Academic Recognition Doctorate Degrees
e Prestigious academic title from GUST £ f
e Official university affiliation and credentials

e GUST-IHEAC Membership ID Card with Designation | R X Do

o . Socpints Hame |
e Listing in GUST honorary register “....:,.4':{.:/; ..J.._x.,._..,.

¢ Verifiable academic recognition

e Post-nominal designation: [Title], IHAEC
Professional Advancement

¢ Enhanced professional credibility and standing
e Global visibility through GUST platforms

e Access to international network of leaders

e Speaking and presentation opportunities

¢ Media recognition and exposure

Engagement Opportunities

o Participation in IHAEC activities and summits
e Advisory role in GUST initiatives

e Mentorship and knowledge-sharing platforms
e Collaborative research and project opportunities
e Access to GUST resources and facilities

6.2 BENEFITS TO SOCIETY

e Recognition and celebration of achievement inspires others
e Platform for thought leadership on global challenges

¢ Knowledge transfer between academia and practice

¢ Increased focus on ethical leadership and sustainable development
e Strengthened global collaboration and cooperation

e Advancement of education, innovation, and social progress

6.3 POST-AWARD ENGAGEMENT

Honorary recipients are encouraged to remain actively engaged through: annual IHAES
Summit participation; contribution to GUST thought leadership initiatives; mentorship of
students and emerging professionals; advisory input on institutional strategy; support for
research and innovation; and advocacy for GUST mission.

(&)

HOMNORANRY DOCTOMRATE
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SECTION 7: QUALITY ASSURANCE

7.1 ETHICAL STANDARDS
GUST maintains the highest ethical standards:

Awards based solely on merit, not financial contribution

Transparent and documented evaluation processes
Independence and integrity of review committees
Confidentiality of nominations and deliberations
Prohibition of conflicts of interest

Zero tolerance for fraud or misrepresentation
Alignment with international academic norms

7.2 TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY
GUST ensures transparency through:

Published criteria and procedures

Clear communication of timelines and expectations
Documentation of all decisions

Accessible appeals process

Regular review and update of policies

Public disclosure of recipients (with consent)
Independent oversight and quality assurance

7.3 APPEALS PROCESS

Unsuccessful nominees may appeal decisions within 30 days of notification. Appeals must
present new information or evidence of procedural error. Appeals are reviewed by an
independent panel. Final decisions on appeals are made by the University President in

consultation with the Board.

7.4 RECORD KEEPING

GUST maintains permanent records

documentation; committee deliberations; Board approvals; conferment ceremonies; and
ongoing engagement records. Records are secured, confidential, and accessible only to
authorized personnel.

including: all

© 2026 Global University of Science & Technology (GUST). All Rights Reserved | www.GUST.education | Page 13 of 16
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX A: APPLICATION FORMS AND TEMPLATES

Official application forms and templates are available at www.GUST.education or by
contacting Info@GUST.education. Forms include:

e Honorary Doctorate Nomination Form

e Honorary Professorship Application Form

¢ Citation Template

o Letter of Recommendation Template

e Consent for Publication Form

e |HAEC Membership Agreement

APPENDIX B: EVALUATION SCORING MATRIX
Honorary Doctorate Evaluation Criteria:

Criterion | Weight Score Range
Impact & Achievement 30% 0-30
Leadership & Innovation 25% 0-25
Ethics & Integrity 20% 0-20
Alignment with GUST Mission 15% 0-15
Global Reach 10% 0-10

Minimum passing score: 75/100

APPENDIX C: GLOBAL RECOGNITION FRAMEWORK

GUST honorary awards are aligned within the following international frameworks:
e [SO 21001:2018 - Educational Organizations Management Systems
e [SO 9001:2015 - Quality Management Systems

e EQF Level 8 - Doctoral Equivalent

e UNESCO ISCED Level 8 - Doctoral or Equivalent

¢ Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) Frameworks

e ANSI/ISO/IEC 17024 - Personnel Certification

e BSI Professional Standards

e Bologna Process Qualification Frameworks

¢ Washington Accord (Engineering)

e Global Academic Standards (various bodies)

© 2026 Global University of Science & Technology (GUST). All Rights Reserved | www.GUST.education | Page 14 of 16
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APPENDIX D: FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

1. What is an Honorary Doctorate?

An Honorary Doctorate is a prestigious academic recognition conferred by a university to
individuals of exceptional distinction without requiring traditional academic coursework.

2. Can |l use the title "Dr." with an honorary degree?

Yes. Honorary doctorate recipients are entitled to use the "Dr." title consistent with international
academic conventions, clearly indicating the honorary nature.

3. How long does the nomination process take?

Typically, 1-2 months from initial nomination to Board approval, with official conferment at the
annual IHAES Summit /online.

4. Who can nominate candidates?

GUST faculty, administrators, students, alumni, institutional partners, and recognized
professionals may submit nominations.

5. What are the costs involved?

Administrative processing fees support GUST's mission. Specific fees are provided upon
nomination.

6. Is GUST accredited?

GUST is a chartered international university with full accreditation in multiple jurisdictions,
including recent recognition in Togo, West Africa.

7. How are honorary degrees verified?

All degrees are permanently recorded in GUST archives and can be verified upon authorized
request through official channels.

8. What is IHAEC membership?

Automatic membership in the International Honorary Academic Eminence Council, providing
ongoing engagement opportunities and global networking.

9. Can honorary degrees be revoked?

Yes, in cases of serious ethical violations or conduct incompatible with GUST values, following
due process.

10. Are there geographic restrictions?

No. GUST confers honorary awards globally without geographic limitation.

11. What is the difference between honorary and earned degrees?

Honorary degrees recognize exceptional achievement without coursework requirements;
earned degrees require completion of prescribed academic programs.

12. How many honorary degrees does GUST confer annually?

GUST maintains selective standards, typically conferring 50-90 honorary degrees annually.
13. Can organizations receive honorary degrees?

Honorary degrees are conferred on individuals only, though organizational leaders may be
recognized.

14. What are my obligations as an honorary recipient?

Uphold the dignity of the title, maintain ethical standards, and engage with GUST community
where possible.

15. How do | apply for an honorary professorship?

Complete the Honorary Professorship Application Form available at www.GUST.education
with supporting documentation.
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